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Introduction
National Center for Disease Control and Public Health (NCDC) is a responsible institution on public health and public health emergencies.
Besides, public health is integrated into different sectors:
· Animal health and Food Safety - Ministry of Environmental Protection and Agriculture; 
· Epidemiological control at Points of Entries - Revenue Service, Ministry of Finance;
· Public health functions - Local municipalities (public health centers);

Cooperation with the European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control 
Georgia is actively cooperating with European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control (ECDC) - an agency of the EU, aimed at strengthening Europe's defenses against infectious diseases, from 2014 and since then has participated in the many events organized by the ECDC. Georgia is involved in several different electronic platforms of international reporting mechanism administered by ECDC:
· Epidemiological Information System for Food and Waterborne Diseases and Zoonoses (EPIS-FWD - which facilitates the early detection of food and waterborne diseases, unusual or dangerous infections, and the assessment of cluster molecular types between countries. 
· The National Center for Disease Control and Public Health has been a contact person since 2017 as an observer involved in a Threat Detection Platform. Once involved, NCDC receives a report from the ECDC on the dangers of communicable diseases
· TESSy - The European Surveillance System, where Georgia submits data on communicable diseases. The system generates data for influenza-like diseases (ILI), acute respiratory disease (SARI) (seasonally - weekly, and off-season - once every 2 weeks). 
· The same system enters data / notifications on HIV / AIDS cases from the Scientific-Practical Center for Infectious Diseases, AIDS and Clinical Immunology, and about TB – from the National Center for Tuberculosis and Lung Diseases. Since 2021In this system has been reporting COVID-19 cases, and vaccination data is also planned to be reported.
Cooperation with ECDC is expanding. Within the framework of the Association Agreement between Georgia and the European Union, the European Commission/ ECDC conducted an assessment of the country’s capacities in prevention and control of the communicable diseases on 11-11 November 2019, preceded by two preparatory activities. 

Future cooperation ideas with DG SANTE
· Enhancing cooperation with DG SANTE on epidemiological surveillance and control of communicable and non-communicable diseases
· Enhancing cooperation in preparedness and response to public health risks and  serious threats 
· Discuss opportunities for collaboration in environmental health issues, digital health and other areas of public health

EU Funded Project in Health

· With financial support of the European Union 3-year project: Minimizing the Impact of Covid-19 Outbreak in Georgia through Telemedicine and Digital Health will be implemented, which will significantly improve health service delivery in rural and underserved communities by using telemedicine. EU project approval procedures are currently underway. The program budget amount to 4.5 million Euro.


Talking points on Covid-19 response and vaccination program in Georgia

· In response to the growing prevalence of the Covid-19 pandemic, the Georgian government took significant steps with support of the donor organizations and financial institutions to scale up emergency response in all areas.
· We express special gratitude to the European Union for their dedicated efforts and continued support rendered to Georgia to minimize the impact of coronavirus on the communities and health system of Georgia.  
· With financial support of the European Union, the WHO country office provided the Ministry of Health with significant amount of the medical supply (including 20 ventilators, 29 Oxygen Concentrators) and personal protective equipment. 
· In order to minimize devastating consequences of the pandemic, save lives and avoid economic loss the Government of Georgia has implemented a complex COVID response program, which allowed us to successfully stabilize second wave of the epidemic.
· Country’s COVID-19 measures, including management of COVID-19-infected patients with mild symptoms at “Covid Hotels” and ensure monitoring and assessment of Covid-19 patients remotely from the Central Online Clinic are significant mechanisms to minimize the rate of hospitalization and consequently, efficiently respond to the pandemic.
· These days when the COVID 19 vaccines become available, the Government of Georgia took all possible steps and launched the vaccination program in Q1 of 2021. 
· Georgia has joined the COVAX Facility and made initial payment for securing 1.4 mln doses of vaccines for 20% of the country population, which is a critical component to reduce COVID-19 related illnesses, hospitalizations and deaths however, to guarantee required coverage of the population based on national vaccine roll-out plan, we require additional 2 500 000 doses of Covid vaccine. 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]For the time being, after intensive collaboration with COVAX facility country managed to mobilize some amount of AstraZeneca and Pfizer vaccines in Q1 of 2021. Via COVAX- 43200 of AZ doses were delivered on March 13th; 29250 Pfizer doses will be delivered before the end of March.
· In parallel, we are actively working with our partner countries as well as vaccine manufacturing companies to obtain additional doses of vaccine to Georgia as soon as possible. However, we would much appreciate facilitation and assistance of the European Commission in negotiations with EU member states on sharing surplus COVID19 vaccines that they may have secured.
· Covid-19 Vaccine National Deployment Plan endorsed by the “Inter-agency Coordination Committee on Covid-19 Vaccine Implementation in Georgia” has been approved by the Decree #67 of the Government of Georgia on January 21, 2021, which stipulates the intention to manage a number of different vaccines in a national response. 


